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OLAND – the nation which has 
changed and now embraces Jews. 

The country where Jewish tourism 
(referred to colloquially as “the Jew 
business”) is thriving and significantly 
adding to the GDP of Poland.
Make no mistake however, overt anti-

semitism in Poland is alive and thriving. 
It is difficult today to understand why 

Jews wish to visit Poland, a country which 
persecuted their forebears, treated them 
as second-class citizens and where today 
this endemic hatred still flows through the 
hearts of some sections of the Polish prole-
tariat – and where the government chooses 
to watch and sits on its hands. 

An exaggeration? 
Research published by the Pew Research 

Centre, a nonpartisan think tank based in 
Washington, DC which provides informa-
tion on social issues, public opinion, and 
demographic trends, in June 2015 revealed 
that Poland has the most unfavourable 
opinion of Jews of six European countries 
polled. Forty-one per cent of the partic-
ipants in Poland have negative feelings 
for Jewish people, and 28 per cent hold a 
strongly unfavourable opinion. 

By way of examples:
This past September, antisemitic post-

ers were erected all over the Polish capital 
Warsaw ahead of the country’s national 
elections. The posters include images of 
former and current Israeli diplomats as well 
as prominent Jewish figures along with the 
slogan “Beware of parasites” – using a play 
on the words to include the word “Zyd” as 
part of the word parasites, i.e. “pasozydy”.

The posters also call for an end of res-
titution to Jewish owners and their heirs 
of property that was seized during the 
Holocaust, saying it is a “mafia” program, 
and demand that Poland “stop the Jewish 
occupation” of the country.

The media also reports banners and 
chants by mass protesters in the streets 
carrying pictures of antisemite Roman 
Dmowski, a leading Polish nationalist in the 
1920s and 1930s who petrified previous 
generations of Jewish residents in Poland. 

Flags of Falanga, a nationalist group 
from that era which advocated “Catholic 
totalitarianism” and taking away rights 
from Jews, also openly fly today with 
impunity, in the streets of Poland.

Jaraslow Kacynski, leader of the main-
stream ruling Law and Justice Party (PIS) 
has vowed to return Poland to “its tradi-
tional Polish Catholic roots”. 

Would that be the same traditional 
Polish Catholic roots which promulgated, 
encouraged and did not punish the unfet-
tered Polish antisemitism of the past? 

Would that be the same traditional 
Polish Catholic roots which willingly 
handed our parents, grandparents and 

their families over to the Gestapo? And 
yes, there were some notable decent and 
brave exceptions.

Would that also be the same traditional 
Polish Catholic roots which today have 
influenced municipal and national govern-
ments of Poland to sit quietly while overt 
anti-Jewish sentiment openly continues?

(Ironically in September 2017, on a visit 
to Israel, Kacynski denounced antisemi-
tism and praised the “great state of Israel” 
at a ceremony honouring those Poles who 
protected Jews during the Holocaust. That 
however was geopolitics-speak where poli-
ticians say what needs to be heard by the 
rest of the world – as opposed to speaking 
to their electors at home and pandering to 
what those electors want to hear.)

In June this year, the Polish Football 
Association (PZPN) on its official Facebook 
page – at the end of a Euro Qualifiers game 
in which Poland walloped Israel 4:0 – cel-
ebrated its victory over the Israeli team by 
releasing the following statement : “This is 
a pogrom! Winning over Israel 4:0!” 

And on any given weekend, at Polish 
League football matches one sees fascist 
salutes and hears the cries of “Zyd! Zyd! 
Zyd!” at opposition players and fans. 

Compare the Polish government’s 
silence, to the government reaction here 
in Australia when one Indigenous AFL 
player was compared to a gorilla. Three 
governments – Victorian, NSW and federal 
immediately condemned this racist insult. 

Last year, Polish President Andrzej 

Duda signed a law banning accusations that 
the Polish nation was in any way complicit 
in Nazi war crimes (against Jews) during 
World War II. What historical negationism 
and humbug. In the same year, antisemitic 
chants calling for a “Jew free” Poland were 
among the racist epithets shouted by tens 
of thousands of far-right nationalists who 
marched in Warsaw to mark 99 years of the 
country’s independence.

We know that organised Jewish “roots” 
trips to Poland are understandably carefully 
crafted and conducted using selective itin-
eraries. Perhaps that is why Diaspora Jews 
who visit their parents’ motherland justify 
their own benign view of today’s Poland, 
in some cases becoming enthusiastic about 
their pilgrimages, telling all who will listen 
that Poland has changed and all is now 
wonderful there for Jews.

Unfortunately, evidence from many 
press sources whose reporters access areas 
less travelled by Jewish visitors, tells us 
that things are very rotten in the state of 
Poland – and that the endemic animosity 
towards Jews is once again percolating to 
the surface from the shallow sewers of hate 
which flow through the hearts of some 
sections of Polish citizenry. Perhaps some 
realistic reflection is needed before making 
a decision to visit Poland.

George Greenberg is a social activist, both in the 

Jewish and the wider community. Pro bono, he 

is a director at Emmy Monash Aged Care and sits 

on the quality/safety committee across the four 

St Vincent’s Private Hospitals in Victoria.
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AMES R. Russell’s article “The Second 
Great Betrayal”, published in The AJN 
on October 18 is very informative and 
encourages serious reflection. Karl Marx 
is quoted as saying “History repeats itself, 
first as tragedy, second as farce”, but there 
is nothing farcical about Turkey’s invasion 

of Rojava/West Kurdistan/northern Syria. 
So far, around 600 people have been 

killed, four to five times this number have 
been wounded and some 300,000 peo-
ple have been forced to flee, more than 
12,000 having gone to the Kurdistan 
Region of Iraq.

Kurds around the world are sleepless 
from following what is unfolding in north-
east Syria and therefore it comes as a shock 
to see the severe condemnation of the 
Kurdistan Workers Party or the PKK found 
in a letter by Danny Kidron (October 25). 

It’s evident that Kidron bases his con-
demnation on the now-discredited 1990s 
allegations of the Turkish government.

When the PKK was formed in 1978, 
socialism and Marxism-Leninism were 
popular throughout the Middle East as an 
alternative to monarchies, dictatorships and 
social inequalities. The PKK and its aims 
have evolved over the years and it is now 
advocating a federal system based on free 
and fair elections. 

Successive Turkish governments have 
attributed many atrocities to the PKK, usu-
ally immediately after the incident before 
any investigation. Tellingly, no Turkish gov-
ernment has agreed to an impartial, inde-
pendent international inquiry into any of the 
atrocities allegedly committed by the PKK. 

This is most likely due to some non-state 
investigations inside Turkey pointing to 
Turkish authorities as the responsible party. 
Otherwise, the PKK has not threatened or 
committed a violent act outside Turkey.

Last year, the highest court in Belgium 
upheld two lower courts’ findings that the 
PKK is not a terrorist organisation, but 
rather a non-state party to an armed con-
flict. The courts noted that the PKK is fully 
committed to the Geneva Convention. The 
listing of the PKK as a terrorist organi-
sation in the USA (1997) and Australia 
(2002) was a political decision that was not 
subject to judicial review and is very hard to 
overturn. For instance, the two main Iraqi 
Kurd political parties, the KDP and PUK, 
whose Peshmerga fought Saddam Hussein, 
were listed as terrorist organisations by 
the US until 2014, even though they had 
proved reliable allies in 1990-91 and 2003, 
and their leaders had visited Washington!

Rojava is not controlled by the PKK. 
Rojava is administered by the multi-ethnic, 
multi-party Syrian Democratic Council 
which represents the autonomous admin-
istrations of north and east Syria. Rojava is 
secured by a multi-ethnic force which was 
formed by the US in 2015. This force is 
called the Syrian Democratic Forces. Two 
components of this force are the People’s 
Protection Units (YPG) and Women’s 
Protection Units (YPJ).

Critically, there is no evidence that any 
of these organisations take orders from 
the PKK; they clearly state their aim is to 
establish an autonomous region within a 
united federal Syria; and they have repeat-
edly expressed a wish for good neighbourly 
relations. Yet, because these organisations 
promote women’s representation, ethnic 
rights and democratic federalism, as advo-
cated by the PKK, President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan and other political leaders in 

Turkey constantly repeat a mantra that 
there is no difference between these groups 
and the PKK. It is like saying there is no 
difference between Australia and the USA 
because they are both federal democracies.

Kidron extols US President Donald 
Trump for keeping his campaign promise 
of bringing American troops home, even 
though they have yet to return home and, 
in fact, more US troops are going to Syria 
to protect the oil fields. Trump apparently 
values oil more than people, or at least in 
this new plan, is reducing the likelihood 
of a confrontation with another member 
of NATO.

All Kurds, and many non-Kurds, includ-
ing US military commanders, see President 
Trump’s order to withdraw US troops so 
that Turkey could conduct a long-planned 
ground offensive against those who helped 
the US-led coalition fight ISIS, as a 
betrayal. Trump’s unilateral decision, not 
subject to any advice, has cost America 
much credibility, status, prestige and influ-
ence in the region. Trump has sent a strong 
signal to dictators and other enemies of 
freedom that the US is not a reliable ally 
and does not stand up to aggression. One 
can’t help asking, “Is Australia’s security 
treaty with the US worth the paper it is 
written on?” or, “At a crucial moment, 
could the US betray Israel?”

What is becoming clear to Kurds and 
other ethnicities in the four regions of 
Kurdistan is that they will never be safe, or 
have a seat at a negotiation table, or have 
any sense of respect or control over their 
destiny until they have a country of their 
own. We know the Jewish people under-
stand this more than anyone, and thank 
you for your support.

Eziz Bawermend is president of  

Kurdish Lobby Australia.

Kurdish-Americans and their supporters rallying in New York earlier this month. 
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